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Somerset Maugham [born 1874].

Few writers can have had such a
varied training for their art as William
Somerset Maugham. Born in France
in 1874 he was educated at King's
School, Canterbury, Heidelberg Univer-
sity, and then as a medical student at
St. Thomas's Hospital, London.

Some of the experiences gained dur-
ing this phase were used in " Liza of
Lambeth," published in 1897. After
his medical education he went to live in
Spain and later travelled a great deal in
the East. The scenes of many of his
novels are set in the East, while his
adventures when he served in the Secret
Service during the War of 1914-18 were
used in his novel " Ashenden." For a
time during that war he was a medical
man and then on the staff of the Intelli-
gence Department.

His plays, however, have dealt with
problems far different from those of the
medical profession or the Secret Ser-
vice. " Our Betters," rightly regarded

as his most brilliant play, is a witty and
cynical piece of social satire. Other
plays which have added to his fame in-
clude " A Man of Honour," " East of
Suez," " The Camel's Back " and " The
Letter." They are as varied in theme
as his novels.

G. M. Trevelyan [born 1876].

Few men have been honoured with
the Order of Merit since its membership
is limited to twenty-four, but this dis-
tinction has been conferred on George
Macaulay Trevelyan for his distin-
guished historical writings. His repu-
tation was made with his volumes on
Garibaldi and the Making of Modern
Italy. During the War of 1914-18 he
served as commandant of the First
British Ambulance Unit for Italy and
later published a vivid account of his
three years' experiences.

He has also written of England in the
Age of Wycliffe and England Under
the Stuarts as well as a Life of John

ON THE  "LONDON RIVER"

Specially d

n for this work.

The spirited and realistic author Henry Major Tomlinson was actually born in the dockland of
London and he writes of ships and their romance as one who knows them intimately.   The
above scene is typical of the waterfront which forms the setting for so many of Tomlinson's
books and he can always paint a colourful picture of life on the Thames.